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-_NEIGHBORS FOR NATURE
PROTECTING OUR CORNER OF THE EARTH TOGETHER

OUR 2025 APPEAL

We are 0Bl Land Trust and we work to conserve land in and around the shoreline communities of Jefferson County,
where our waterways, farms and open spaces are integral to the way of life we cherish.

Lee Ellsworth II \

Since 1993, we have proudly been part of a quiet yet powerful movement to protect the places we love - forever. To date, we have conserved
nearly 1,000 acres in our service area. We may be a small, all-volunteer organization, but we embody to spirit of “the little engine that could.”
Our dedicated team donates their time and talents to do a little bit of everything - from writing grants to clearing trails. It is this can-do attitude
coupled with a shared love of land, that makes our mission possible.

0BI’s Mission:

To preserve, protect, and encourage sustainable management of the land, water, and biological resources and/or
areas of critical open space located in the Lake Ontario region of Jefferson County, New York.

But our work is far from over.

In 2026, 0BI will be tackling exciting new projects and add more acres to our conserved lands and continue enhancing our premier public-use
property, Downybrook Nature Reserve. These are tangible goals, and we need your help to bring them to life.

Will you make a gift today to help us protect more lands and continue this essential work?

Your support goes directly to:
@ Securing conservation easements or donations of land with willing landowners, ensuring protections for generations to come.
o Stewarding protected lands to maintain natural beauty and provide sanctuaries for wildlife
@ Engaging our community through outdoor recreation, educational events and volunteer opportunities.

LANDAN DLAKE

Every dollar you give stays right here — safeguarding the land beneath our feet and ensuring a lasting legacy. Together, we can ensure that
ecologically significant lands in our communities remain protected and that future generations can enjoy their beauty.

Please use the enclosed envelope or visit www.obilandtrust.org to donate today and become a Friend of 0BI.

With deep gratitude,
0BI Land Trust Board of Directors

PS. Your gifft — no matter the size — makes a real difference. Thank you for standing with us to protect the land we all call home.
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A LAND TRUST

PO Box 117
Chaumont, NY 13622-0117
315-649-6045
www.obilandtrust.org

Board of Directors
Rosanne Weir, President
(arrie Fleming, Vice-President
Lee Ellsworth, Land Steward
Aileen Martin, Treasurer
Marie Smith, Secretary
Tracy Valentine, Editor and Historian
Susan J. Tontarski, Technical Specialist
Joel Block
Robin (aprara
Barbara Donaldson
Vicki Hanley
[rene Mazzocchi, Volunteer Ecological Consultant
Joe Martin, Downybrook Land Steward
Joan Treadwell-Woods Emerita Board Member
Jim LaPlante, Emeritus Board Member (1948-2022)
Sally Hirschey, Emerita Board Member (1939-2020)
Urban Hirschey, Emeritus Board Member (1938-2022)

Join Us! The non-for-profit

0BI Land Trust relies on contributions
from the public and grants from
foundations to fund our projects in
land conservation.

Please send your contributions to:
P.0. Box 117, Chaumont, NY 13622.

Become a “Friend of 0BI.”
Levels of membership range from
$100 Protector of the Land to
$1500 Friend of the Land.

We need and appreciate
support of OBI!
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athered at the Jim LaPlante Nature Viewing Deck at Downybrook Nature Reserve are front row: 0BI Board member

Robin Caprara, Ecology Consultant Irene Mazzocchi, Vice-President Carrie Fleming, Treasurer Aileen Martin, and Editor/
Historian Tracy Valentine. Back row: Downybrook Land Steward Joe Martin, Land Steward Lee Elisworth, hoard member
Joel Block and President Rosanne Weir. Not pictured: Secretary Marie Smith, Technology Specialist Susan Tontarski and
board members Vicky Hanley and Barbara Donaldson. The nature viewing deck was dedicated in 2022 and is a tribute to
the late LaPlante, the longest serving president of the the board of directors who passed away in November 2022.

Proud Partners:

BI Land Trust members met with Northern New York Community Foundation

leaders in June 2025. Seated, left to right: Marie Smith, Robin Caprara, Rosanne
Weir, Lee Ellsworth and Joe Martin. Standing, left to right; Joel Block, Susan Tontarski,
Tracy Valentine, Aileen Martin and Stephen Magovney, Chief Financial Officer at NNYCF.
Responsible stewardship of OBI’s endowment and sustaining funds - which were
established at the Foundation in 2016 and continue to grow - is part of our success

story and vital to the legacy of land conservation we have worked hard to create.
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ne day a year our supporters come together to honor OBI’s
mission, celebrate our accomplishments and pay tribute
to those who make it all possible. This year’s celebration on
August 4, 2025 at Wise Guys Ristorante marked 32 years for our
allvolunteer organization and was also a call to action for bird
conservation.

Featured guest speaker
was Irene Mazzocchi,
retired Wildlife Biologist
for New York State DEC
Region 6 and a respected
authority on wildlife
conservation efforts in

our area. Irene discussed .

challenges for bird species

in the North Country

region and ways humans

can help them to survive M

and thrive. i ; |
Her presentation

highlighted the |

importance of OBI’s

service area to bird

habitat. This includes vast

areas of grasslands that

THANK YOU TO OUR WONDERFUL
CELEBRATION SPONSORS!

GUARDIAN OF THE LAND

Adams Center Market - Chaumont Country Store
Griffith Energy - Hampton Inn
Heller's Gas - Lake Ontario Realty
Northern New York Community Foundation
Northern Regional Center for Independent Living
Watertown Savings Bank

PATRON OF THE LAND

BCA Architects and Engineers
Joel Block and Judith McGaughey
GYMO Architecture, Engineering & Land Surveying
Home Depot - Macar's Interiors - Marzano Paving
Morgia Group - One Cut Better - P&T Supply & Services
Schwerzmann & Wise - Marie and John Smith
Winning Promotions

PROTECTOR OF THE LAND

Coughlin Printing Group - Faichney Drive Business Complex
Focal Point Custom Framing - FX Caprara Harley Davidson
Jefferson Abstract - Paddock Arcade Art and Antiques
Sundance Leisure - Turn Back Time Antiques

are vital to successful breeding for grassland birds but are also
unfortunately disappearing in many parts of the North Country.
Irene invited those attendance to join the effort to protect and
expand grasslands. Irene has recently joined OBI as a volunteer
ecological consultant. Her advice is helpful to our land trust
when it comes to evaluating potential conservation properties
and enhancing habitats for
wildlife.

This is the fourth year
the OBI gathering has
been held at Wise Guys
and it is quickly becoming
a popular annual tradition.
The event began as a casual
outdoor picnic many years
ago and has evolved into
an important event for
OBI donors and sponsors.
It is the primary fundraiser
for the allvolunteer
land trust and helps
with operating expenses
throughout the year.
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he annual dinner for 2025 was especially memorable

as we honored Joan Treadwell Woods, longtime
treasurer of OBI. A Watertown
native with a 35-year career at
IBM Corporation, Joan served
as treasurer of our land trust
for 16 years beginning in 2008.
She retired from the position
in late 2024. Joan’s financial
expertise came in handy as she
tracked income and expenses
and provided detailed analysis
that helped board members
make decisions that helped keep our land trust on a

successful path. She also worked closely with cousins,
Charles and Gale Stone, to help conserve one of the last
stretches of undeveloped shoreline in Henderson Harbor
known commonly as Stoney Cove. Thanks in large part to
Joan’s efforts, this ecologically significant land has been
protected by a conservation easement with OBI since
2015. Joan is the latest Emerita member of OBI’s Board
of Directors. Other honorary OBI board members are
the late Jim LaPlante, the longest-serving chairman of
OBUI’s board of directors and the late Urban and Sally
Hirschey, both board members and loyal OBI supporters.
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WELCOME TO DOWNYBROOK: Focus on Grassland and Trail Mapping in 2025

o

ack in 1976, what most saw as an unimpressive stretch of abandoned farmland along Brownville’s Perch i< ¥ ¥
Lake Road captured the imagination of sisters Helen and Mary Eldrett. They began purchasing the land 0
-184 acres in total- and quietly set about blazing trails, planting trees and building footbridges to make their Py Ay IR
vision for a wildlife habitat a reality. Today their dream is enjoyed by many as Downybrook Nature Reserve. ; / g \ _ '_ Fl e B
0BI was entrusted with its care and ownership in 2015 and much of our volunteer efforts are focused ¥ ol i
on proper stewardship of this beloved public-use preserve that is a safe haven for many species plants and
animals. |
Highlights for Downybrook in 2025 include:
Grassland habitat expansion on several acres of overgrown field on the west side of the reserve
were restored to grassland pasture this year. Non-native species such as bush honeysuckle and European -
buckthorn were removed. The work began in early March with brush-hogging, followed by additional clearing * Newstairs built by David and Susan Tontarski allow
with forestry equipment in the fall - carefully timed to avoid disturbing nesting birds. _ fﬁ;Iregsaecrseesskt:r;hﬁgml:g;i grwlgﬁ 31'; t\gﬁ;‘ﬂgge ]
Thousand Islands Land Trust assisted by reseeding several acres to help the growth of meadow grasses . g
at heights that will attract species such as the Eastern Meadowlark, Field Sparrow, Eastern Bluebird and :
Bobolink. Larger raptors, including Northern Harrier and Red-tailed Hawk, can often be spotted here.
Mapping & Marking Trails New maps and easy-to-read trail signage was installed this year and
will improve the experience for visitors to the 3.5 mile trail system. Watertown-based GYMO Architecture,
Engineering and Land Surveying created an updated baseline map of the property, including trail locations,
topography, property lines, the five ponds, bridges and parking. The new map will be available for OBl Land
Trust use in presentations and uploaded to the popular AllTrails for easy cell phone access.
“We want the best possible experience for visitors to Downybrook and we want this public trail system
to be easy for everyone to use, and this project really accomplishes that,” said Rosanne Weir, President of the
0Bl Board of Directors.
Downybrook is located at 24353 Perch Lake Road and is open to the public year-round. There are
entrances on the east and west sides of the road with parking.
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Downybrook Spring 2025 A ¥ R R i PR




INSIDE OBI: Joe & Aileen Martin

Aileen Martin joined OBI Land Trust in 2024,
She was elected OBI Treasurer in April 2025 after
serving on an interim basis for several months.
For the past decade, Aileen has served as the
Executive Director of Northern Regional Center for
Independent Living, Inc., a professional peer-run
organization working with people with disabilities
while partnering with communities to advocate
for accessibility and inclusion. Aileen and husband

hile he was lucky enough to be born and

raised here in Jefferson County, Joe Martin
also feels fortunate to have lived in Green Bay,
Wisconsin and Elizabethtown, NY. While in
Elizabethtown he worked on a survey crew in
the Adirondacks which enhanced his love of the
wilderness.

As the first-ever Downybrook Land Steward
for 0BI, Joe spends time monitoring the trails and

features of the sprawling Downybrook Nature Joe spend a lot of time outdoors canoeing, fishing,

Reserve property. He helps with maintenance and reports to the 0Bl Board of hunting, hiking and cross-country skiing. When they moved to Pamelia in 2020,

Directors about the needs of the public use property and suggests improvements. they were pleased to discover Downybrook reserve just around the corner. That

The volunteer position was created to put greater focus on 0BI’s primary public-use was their introduction to OBI Land Trust and our conservation mission. Aileen

property. has assisted conservation efforts for many years as a supporting member of such
Joe enjoys many outdoor activities as a sponsor of the National Wild Turkey organizations as The Nature Conservancy, Adirondack Council and others. She is also

Federation, a member of many fish and game clubs and as a volunteer hunter an active participant in NYS DECs Accessibility Advisory Committee.

educator with the NYS Department of Environmental Conservation.

“I have always been an avid outdoor person and | am excited for the
opportunities that 0BI and Downybrook offer and | look forward to putting my skills Thank you, Joe and Aileen, for all that you do for OBI!
to work to help the land trust,” he said.

Thank You to Vicki Hanley for Five Years of Dedicated Service

any thanks to Vicki Hanley for her five years of service as Secretary on the OBI Board of

Directors. At our annual meeting in April, Vicki passed the torch to Marie Smith, who now serves
as Board Secretary. We're delighted that Vicki will continue to serve on the board and remain an active
part of our organization.

Vicki joined OBI in January 2018 and has been involved in all aspects of board activity—from
volunteering at events and property cleanups to maintaining our mailing and email lists, and
contributing to the Finance Committee. She has also played a key role in ensuring a smooth and
welcoming check-in process for guests at our annual Friendraiser.

Vicki holds a degree in Wildlife Biology Management from the SUNY College of Environmental
Science and Forestry in Syracuse and brings nearly 30 years of experience in finance to her volunteer
work.

We are deeply grateful for Vicki’s dedication, professionalism, and continued commitment to OBI!
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Invite your friends to connect
online at obilandtrust.org

[i OntarioBaysInitiative
r@ @ontariobaysinitiative
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~ LOVE
. OBI?

- WHY NOT
" WEAR IT?

The OBI Land Trust
store is open &
has two great
new items
available!

The popular “Saving our Song” long sleeved
screenprinted t-shirt from the 2025 fundraiser is
available in two colors for $29 and the rain jacket, with
an embroidered 0Bl logo, is available in four colors for
$70. “Shop” the store for other great merchandise!

Visit obilandtrust.com and click on “store”, or scan
the QR code to the right and shop now. Scan to Shop

Thanks to Winning Promotions & Embroidery for the success of our OBl store.

Items can be shipped to you or picked up at 1291 Faichney Drive, Watertown NY.

Address Service Requested

bEingtimé Birding at Rocky Ridge conservation
easementiin _Hendgrson, NY.in May 2025. :
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